The refusal of treatment: living wills and the current law in the UK.
David Browne was suffering from motor neurone disease and was anxious to ensure that as his disease progressed and he ceased to be mentally capacitated he would not be given artificial feeding and ventilation. He therefore arranged to draw up a living will in which he gave an advanced refusal of such treatments. The document was duly signed and witnessed. Only 3 months after signing the living will he was severely injured in a road accident and brought into hospital unconscious. He was carrying his living will in his pocket. The doctors were concerned that if they operated and he required ventilation in intensive care, would the living will prevent their providing such treatment and care? What is the law?